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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SHELBY SIDEWALK COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2011 IN THE BACK OF THE BOARD ROOM, 52700 VAN DYKE, SHELBY TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN.
The meeting was called to order at 5:04 p.m. by Brent Freeman.

Members Present:
Brent Freeman, Russ Matika, Craig Cowper, Ray Breederland, Mary Lou Weitzel, Mary Beth Zinn, Paul Viar
Member Absent:
None
Also Present:


Tina Vaglica, Township Engineer




 
Richard Batchelder, 4290 24 Mile Road
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Breederland had a few modifications which are as follows:

Pg. 2 – paragraph 2, fifth sentence should mention only one ditch

Pg. 2 – paragraph 6, 24 Mile Road parcel should read “5700 24 Mile Road”. 
MOTION by Cowper, supported by Zinn, to approve the minutes of the September 13, 2011 meeting as amended.

Motion carried.
Matika abstained from voting being he is a new member and not present at the last meeting.

BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR/VISITOR
Mr. Batchelder mentioned Aurora Park is a subdivision which is just west of Van Dyke running north off of 24 Mile between 24 Mile and 25 Mile.  There was a connecting sidewalk through there but is now covered by gravel from the Road Commission plowing and grading.  Two weeks ago the Road Commission cleaned up the bridge and the lot next to it which left about a 10’ area of sidewalk missing at the entrance to the subdivision.  He called the Building Department to inquire about it.  Apparently the development is in receivership and as part of the settlement we cannot enforce the sidewalk ordinance on the entrance.   The curb cuts are in and he would like to see the committee complete the 10’ section.
Mr. Breederland stated that he visited the site and the 10’ area appears to be more like 40’ to him where the taper would end.  He further mentioned that once the sidewalk was uncovered on the opposite side, there is about 100’ that is crushed and needs replacing. 

Ms. Vaglica mentioned that if it is crushed by the Road Commission they should replace it.  Mr. Batchelder questioned if it was the Road Commission or the construction of the subdivision.  

Mr. Viar will visit the site and see what exactly needs and can be done.  The developer has had some financial problems for some time.  He mentioned he will try to contact the developer and see what he might be able to do. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Ms. Vaglica presented a report of where we currently stand on the Sidewalk Gap projects.  

· 55100 Shelby Road (east side of Shelby Road north of 25 Mile/Coney Island) has not started yet, however prepping has been done.
· South side of West Utica Road east of Dequindre the contractor has been contacted but the project has not been started, should be on site Wednesday, October 12th.
· 24 Mile Road (west of Mound) has been poured, another section near Antoinette had not been poured and Ms. Vaglica will have it added.
· 6401 & 6433 25 Mile Road – (Kingsview Apartments) two sections have been poured.  One other section has not as it is awaiting some storm sewer work from the Department of Roads.  

· North side of 21 Mile Road west of Hayes Road – (near Boys & Girls Club) this has been poured.

· 14911 24 Mile Road (north side of 24 Mile Rd. west of Hayes) this has approximately 60% of prep work done but has not been poured.

· 11320 21 Mile Road (Rathka property) has a new issue with a 32” maple tree which isn’t in the way of the sidewalk but the root structure is.   Mr. Schoenherr asked Mr. Rathka for a wider easement in order to try and save the tree and Mr. Rathka would rather the tree be taken down.  Ms. Vaglica suggests bulldozing the root structure which is within the easement with hopes of trying to save the tree.  The committee agreed.
· 3600 24 Mile Road (Seven Oaks) has been poured, went with a 4’ sidewalk across the drain, the fences are to be put in tomorrow
· 6201 25 Mile west of Kingsview – has been poured

· 51680 Van Dyke (Shelby Library) has not been started
· 5700 24 Mile Road – has received Road Commission comments and has addressed them.  She will send plans in tomorrow.  

· Shelby Road between 22 Mile and Mound – is under negotiations right now. Ms. Vaglica has met with Mr. Khan and he will meet with the township and the owner to try and get the easement.  

TOWNSHIP PLANNER’S REPORT

Mr. Wynn was absent from the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

a.) Aurora Park clean up- small project – This was discussed under Business From the Floor.
b.) Shelby Road east side south of Lutheran Church (possible project) – 

Mr. Breederland reminded the committee that he had suggested this project a few months back.   This area covers 50444 Shelby Road, south on east side of the road to Wiley Street.  

Mr. Freeman questioned Mr. Batchelder if he submitted this for next year’s plan.  Mr. Batchelder stated he had not.   

Mr. Viar and Mrs. Vaglica will take a look at this site when they visit Aurora Park.

c.) Elect new chair –  
Mr. Freeman mentioned that by the next meeting the committee should elect a new chairperson to run the meetings.  He has already suggested to Mr. Cowper the possibility of him taking this position.  He hopes that the committee can come together as a team by the next meeting to recommend, propose and elect that person.

OLD BUSINESS
Ms. Weitzel questioned what is happening with the nursing home facility that was proposed on 22 Mile Road between Shelby and Van Dyke.  Ms. Vaglica stated the project is on hold and she hasn’t heard any updates recently.  
Mr. Breederland questioned if any committee member had visited the Mark Drive (24 Mile Road and Shelby Road) site which was discussed at last month’s meeting.

Ms. Vaglica received quotes on the 3’ split rail wood fencing rather than extending the culvert.  She did not have the exact figures with her at this time.  She will get final numbers by the next meeting.  

Mr. Breederland would like to see the fencing near the sidewalk so Mr. Churchill would be able to sweep his cane which would alert him of the end of the sidewalk.    Ms. Vaglica stated you are required to have a 2’ clearance from the edge of the sidewalks because of bicycles, etc.  It will have to be close to the edge because of the drop off.  
CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Freeman read a letter which was sent to the committee from Ms. JoAnn Burgess in objection to a sidewalk on her property located at 5700 24 Mile Road.

Ms. Vaglica commented on the letter.  She mentioned that almost all of her trees would be saved by going around them.  There are a total of two trees to be removed.  One is a small tree toward the east end of the property and the other is a 5” maple tree to be removed.  There are some bushes on the west end of the property near Antoinette that will be disrupted as well.   As far as the necessity of the sidewalk, people are crossing where there is no traffic light. 
Mr. Breederland questioned if this is on the existing road right-of-way would an easement be required.  Ms. Vaglica stated no. 

MOTION by Breederland, supported by Weitzel, to receive and file the letter from Ms. Burgess.  
Motion carried.

Mr. Breederland questioned if this project is already underway.  Ms. Vaglica stated it is not. 

MOTION by Breederland, supported by Cowper, to postpone the 5700 24 Mile Road project until the next meeting for more time to review.
Motion carried.

Mr. Freeman will send a letter to Ms. Burgess asking Ms. Burgess to attend the next meeting to further discuss the issue.

Ms. Vaglica will also find out if the children walk to school from that area and report back at the next meeting.

Mr. Freeman commented that he had received a call from Ms. Rebecca Hughes who resides on the north side of 25 Mile Road between Mound and Shelby.  Ms. Hughes would like sidewalks put in her area.  He asked Ms. Hughes to write a letter to the committee explaining her situation.  To date the committee hasn’t received anything.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION by Viar, supported by Cowper, to adjourn.
Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
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Brent Freeman, Member
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